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tinguish between the appearances due to cell invasion and the cell-changes 
produced secondarily through this. 


Massage in the Treatment of Acne of the Face. 

In a communication made to the Dermatological Society of Moscow 
{Dermatologuchc Zeitschrift, Band ii. Heft 3), Pospelow calls attention to 
the good results which he has obtained from massage of the skin of the face 
in the treatment of acne in this situation. By means of massage the lessened 
tone of the skin, and especially of the sebaceous glands, is increased, and the 
thickened sebaceous matter expressed from the ducts of the glands. The 
rubbiDg should not be done at random, but should follow the direction of 
the gland ducts and the muscle-fibre3 of the Bkin in order that the sebum 
may be expressed from the glands. Massage should be done for ten minutes 
at a time, morning and evening, for several months, until the tone of the 
skin is restored and the openings of the sebaceous glands have diminished 
to their normal size. 

The Physiology of the Trichophytons. 

Leslie Roberts ( Journal of Pathology and Bacteriology , July, 1895), as 
the result of experimental observation, arrives at the following conclusions 
concerning the physiology of the trichophyton: There exists in the lowest 
order of plants destitute of chlorophyll an extensive group of fungi whose 
distinguishing feature is their ability to digest horny tissues, probably by 
means of a ferment. This keratolytic group includes favus (achorion), the 
various kinds of trichophytons, and some aapergilli, and probably many 
others not yet defined. There are two natural distinctions observable in the 
purely trichophytic fungi, namely, a kind that digests both the cuticle and 
cortical substance of the hair simultaneously, and a variety that digests the 
cortical substance first, leaving the cuticle unaffected or attacks it at a later 
period. The author rejects Sabouraud's terms ** microsporon’* and “ megalo- 
sporon,” and would suggest others founded upon this keratolytic property; 
he would designate the cuticle- and cortex-destroying varieties trichophyta 
deformans , and the cortex-destroying kind trichophyta vagans. 


The Transformation of One Variety of Cutaneous Tuberculosis 
into Another. 

At a meeting of the Berlin Dermatological Society, held January 15,1895, 
Blaschko presented two patients illustrating the transition of one variety of 
tuberculosis of the skin into another clinically different ( Dennatologische 
Zeitschrift, Band ii. Heft 3). Both were originally cases of tuberculosis 
verrucosa cutis. In the first case, an indolent abscess formed at the site of 
the original lesion, which in time became transformed into a typical scrofulo¬ 
derma. In the second case characteristic lupus tissue appeared at the margin 
of the old verrucose tuberculosis. These cases are regarded by the reporter 
as proving the pathological identity of tuberculosis verrucosa cutis, scrofulo¬ 
derma, and lupus vulgaris. 
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Mycosis of the Nose. 

In a few remarks on “Some Cases of Mycosis of the Nose and Throat,” beau¬ 
tifully illustrated, Dr. Jonathan Wright refers [New York Medical Journal, 
July 6, 1895) to a case which he recently bsw at the Woman’s Medical Col¬ 
lege. A middle-aged woman had some mycotic-looking white patches on the 
roof of the nasopharynx; but what especially attracted his attention were 
one or two pearly-white minute spots on the mucous membrane covering the 
anterior end of the inferior turbinated bone on each side. They could not 
be brushed away with cotton. Examination under the microscope showed 
them to consist partly of mycelial threads. The character of the growth in 
the nasopharynx was not ascertained. He has not thus far noticed the re¬ 
ports in literature of any such growths occurring in the nose. 


Mucous Polypi of the Nose. 

At the sixty-third annual meeting of the British Medical Association re¬ 
cently held in London (British Medical Journal, 1895, No. 1808), an interest¬ 
ing discussion took place upon the etiology of mucous polypi of the nose, 
which was participated in by Drs. Guye, of Amsterdam; Luc, of Paris; 
Zuckebkandl, of Vienna; McBride, of Edinburgh; Hodgkinson, ot 
Manchester; Spicer, of London; Hill, of London; Bobworth, of New 
York; Schmidt, of Frankfort-on-Main; Daly, of Pittsburg; Macken¬ 
zie, of Baltimore; Newman, of Glasgow; Williams, of Bristol; De 
Roaldes, of New Orleans; and Mr. Richard Lake, whose habitat is not 
mentioned. 

To sum up the points about which there can be the least contention, it 
may be assumed as the result of the arguments presented that the so-called 
mucous polypi in the nose are not really neoplasms, but inflammatory hy¬ 
pertrophies due to chronic irritation of the nasal mucous membrane, which 
undergo prolongation in consequence of gravity, traction, and the shape of 
the passages into which they protrude. 

This chronic irritation may be of the most varied character; nevertheless, 
cases do occur in which no precedent irritation can be detected, hence the 
etiology is still undetermined. 

Inasmuch as the lower portions of the nasal mucous membrane form the 
periosteum of the bone, inflammatory conditions at the surface produce hy¬ 
pernutrition beneath, and this leads to development of bone which may 
grow into the polypoid hypertrophy to the distance of a third or half an 



